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Bluetonque — End of Movement restrictions in England:

Movement within England

Lifting of pre-movement testing from July 1% across England mean it is crucial we:

Be vigilant - report any potential signs of
Bluetongue seen in your stock to us, so
we can triage them and decide whether to
get free government testing. There is no
75 ‘contingency culling’ with Bluetongue, as
the disease isn’t spread animal to animal
oy 2 but via midge bites. This means if a case
i is diagnosed on your farm, your other
' . stock will not be slaughtered, as in foot
and mouth.

Get an early diagnosis - we can attempt
to protect the rest of your herd/flock by
vaccination. However, vaccinating
BEFORE the disease is introduced
remains the safest way to protect your
stock. This is because clinical signs may
not start for 2-7 days after animals in your
flock are bitten.

Map from: https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=514ec88edec74575958d860f0196d2ea

Rule changes:
Livestock movements within England on or after 1st July
The whole of England is now a single restriction zone (RZ) and there will be no requirement for

testing of animals for movement if the animals are staying within England (some requirements for
sperm/eqgq collection will still apply).
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Moves from England to Scotland

For any move to Scotland from the England RZ from now on, all animals need to be blood tested
unless exempt due to specific vaccination protocols. If this applies to you, please give us a call.

Moves from England to Wales

Moves after the 20th of June, all animals moving from the England RZ will have to be sampled —
there does not appear to be any exemption if specific vaccines as per Scotland. The veterinary
time for sampling and testing costs will have to be paid for by the keeper and submitted on
Pirbright’s submission form, as above, with the correct licence applied for.

Unfortunately, these changes do mean that there is the
potential for infected animals to be brought down to the
Southwest. The result of this might be that the BTV-3 virus
will be introduced into our local midge population, making
infection of local livestock more likely.

Castle Vets have sold over 32,000 doses as a practice, but
this does not begin to come close to the level of vaccination &
required to provide any sort of ‘herd immunity’. This would §
only be achieved if (generally) over 90% of the cattle and
sheep in the SouthWest were vaccinated against a disease.
This effectively kills the disease off, and was achieved last
time a Blue Tongue strain was seen in the UK, via a
government back vaccination scheme.

Please be aware that affected animals (swollen !
heads/tongues/red skin around the feet/dopey calves
born/milk drop) can and should be treated, but as this is a viral infection, treatment is
supportive only. In the case of sheep, high death rates in animals showing clinical signs
have unfortunately been reported.

) P

Red Tractor — Further Medicines Course Dates Released

Red Tractor now require someone on accredited dairy, beef and sheep holdings to have
attended a medicine handling course within the last five years. We've had four courses
sell out across June, July and August so have added further dates this summer.

CASTLE
, § VETERINARY

We will continue to run course dates regularly due to the Red Tractor guidance changes —
our next available course dates to book are:

e Monday 8" September 1.30pm-3.30pm, Lifton Community Centre

e Tuesday 16" September 10.30am-12.30pm, Lifton Community Centre

To enquire or book on, please contact the reception team.
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Are your Sheep Ready to go to Ram?

Having the correct body condition score at tupping is key to optimising your lamb crop, and
minimising barren rates. Different breeds will have different body condition aims around
tupping time, but as a rule of thumb 3-3.5 out of 5 is preferable.

Each ‘score’ can be equated to roughly 10% of that sheep’s body weight (until she gets
very thin or very fat!). So for an 80kg ewe, to move from a 2.5 score to a ‘3’, she would
need to gain 4kg (approximately 5% of her body weight). This doesn’t sound much, but
over an entire flock these small gains can take weeks to make, and pasture planning is
crucial to success. It often takes six weeks of good grazing or more for a ewe with no
lambs at foot to gain a whole body condition score.

For all ewes consider:

Feet — lame sheep should ideally be picked out and treated within 48hours of becoming
lame. Remember that some sheep require two doses of antibiotic, 3 days apart to recover
fully, and it is best not to leave them ‘slightly lame’ after one injection

Body Condition Score — see above

Vaccination — vaccination against the two most common causes of sheep abortion in the
UK (Toxoplasma gondii and Chlamydia abortus) need to be given 3-4 weeks before
tupping AT LEAST. There is no harm in giving either or both of these vaccines up to 3
months before tupping, so it may be best to protect early!

Udder — at weaning, ideally feel every s
ewe’s udder, as part of your body condition§
score check. Any lumps or bumps might
indicate small micro-abscesses, which
harbour bacteria and are likely to cause
issues next year. Any ewe that has lost the
use of one side of her udder should ideally
be culled. Even ewes that have been
treated for mastitis and recovered, could
be considered for culling,

In a study in New Zealand, ewes that had
palpable udder abnormalities at pre-mating
examination went on to rear 25.8-33.2% fewer
kilograms of lamb in the following season than
ewes with normal udder palpation (Flay et al,
2020).
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For thin ewes consider:

1) Weaning lambs if not already done so

e Aim for lambs to be 30kg by weaning, but they can be safely weaned (if it
benefits the ewe) from 10 weeks, even if they are lighter than this

e Weaning lambs by 12 weeks old is the industry target (AHDB, 2024)
2) Separating your ewe flock into broad condition categories at weaning time
e Prioritise your best grazing for the ewes that need to make up condition

e Consider selling lambs as stores, if your farm pasture won'’t stretch to
supported both their growth, and your ewes’ improvement

e If given access to ‘unlimited pasture’ (i.e. not over stocked!) thin ewes will eat
up to 30% more in a day than average weight ewes, making it more likely that
they will achieve their BCS target by tupping time

3) Culling some ewes, if they have been unable to maintain a good BCS through lactation

e ltis often better to cash in cull ewes at this time of year, than put a skinny ewe
to the tup and sell her as barren later on

e Remember, some pasture should be preserved for pre- and during tupping, as
providing good nutrition (“flushing”) during this period will increase your flock’s
fertility

4) If you have a high percentage of skinny ewes that just won'’t respond to improved
nutrition, do consider testing for underlying diseases

e We should be seeing three healthy lamb crops from every ewe on your farm as a
minimum, to maximise your profitability

e If you are regularly culling ewes before they are six years old, consider testing for
Johnes, Maedi Visna or abortive diseases (like Toxoplasma or Enzootic
abortion), in case there’s an underlying cause

AHDB (2024) - https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Imported%20Publication%20Docs/
AHDB%20Beef%20and%20Lamb/GrowingAndFinishingLambs2024_WEB.pdf

Flay et al. (2020)- https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/'S1871141320315249
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Its Show season!

s OO A As the show season fast approaches, the Farm

R and Small Animal departments are in
preparation and will be attending the following
shows:-

e Liskeard Saturday 12th July
e Launceston Thursday 31st July

e Okehampton Thursday 14th August

e Holsworthy Thursday 28th August

Please call into see us, catch up with our vets, have a bite to eat and drink, enter the prize
draw and partake in our games.

Whilst with us please ask about the TB advisory service (TBAS), which is a free service,
we have three advisors within the practice who will be able to help and guide you.

We look forward to seeing you on the day!
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