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September 2025

PREVIOUSLY POSTPONED  : Sheep + Goat Smallholders Meeting   
Vaccinations: where to start?!

For all Sheep and Goat small holders!

Date: Was Tuesday 16th September 2025; rescheduled to Monday 17  th   November  
Time: 18:30

Cost: £25 / attendee
Address: Castle Veterinary Group, Pennygillam Way, PL15 7ED

Vets Natalie and Sarah will be holding a sheep + goat small holder meeting at the practice.  
This would also be suitable for those starting a bigger flock for the first time, or wanting to 
learn more about how to protect their flock. They will be discussing important vaccines to 
consider, as well as relevant timings and advice on what to prioritise. 

Please call the practice to confirm attendance. 
Dinner is, of course, provided!

TB testing – Voluntary bloods

From the 1st of September 2025, eligible herds can volunteer for gamma (blood) testing, paid for 
by the government and carried out by government staff. 

To be eligible:

 you must be ‘down’ with TB i.e. be ‘Official TB Free Withdrawn’ status

You are not eligible if:

 you are down with TB, but have had a clear last test 

 you are down with TB, but just waiting to retest inconclusive animal(s)

 you are simply awaiting withdrawal of movement restriction (TB10) pending your cleaning 
and disinfection declaration (BT05)
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Why might you want to volunteer? 

The comparative intradermal (skin) test is very good at accurately detecting animals as TB 
positive. 4,999 out of 5,000 reactors will have been exposed to TB. In many of these there has 
not been time for abscesses to form in the lungs and lymph nodes (detectable at post mortem) 
and so they are reported as having No Visible Lesions 
(NVL)

However, the ‘skin’ test is less good at picking up every 
single animal that has been exposed to TB. For every 
10 animals that have been exposed, the test may miss 
2-3 of them. This is partly due to the horrible nature of 
the TB bacteria – it is very good at hiding from the 
cow’s immune system! 

By contrast, the gamma (blood) test leaves fewer TB 
exposed animals behind in your herd. This blood test 
does come with a slightly higher risk of false positives, 
hence why it is not our standard screening test. It is 
used by the APHA to try to tackle stubborn or new 
breakdowns. The ability to voluntarily request this test is new, and is part of the ongoing effort to 
reduce TB incidence in ‘edge’ and six-monthly testing zones of the UK (us!).

Full details of this new scheme can be found about half way down this web page: 

https://tbhub.co.uk/tb-testing-cattle/blood-testing/interferon-gamma-blood-testing-of-cattle/  

For a full and free TB risk assessment + action plan, contact us about our TB Advisory Service. 
Vets Helen, Andy and Richard have all undergone additional training, and have access to 
materials and methods that can help minimise the impact TB has on your herd.

Red Tractor Medicines Course Upcoming Dates 

Red Tractor now require someone on accredited dairy, beef and sheep holdings to have 
attended a medicine handling course within the last five years. We’ve had courses sell 
out across June, July and August so have added further dates:

 Tuesday 16th September 10.30am-12.30pm, Lifton Community Centre
 Monday 13th October 11am-1pm, Lifton Community Centre
 Monday 27th October 10am-12pm,Lifton Community Centre
 Monday 10th November 10am – 12pm, Lifton Community Centre 

To enquire or book on, please contact the reception team.

https://tbhub.co.uk/tb-testing-cattle/blood-testing/interferon-gamma-blood-testing-of-cattle/
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Flock Club Meeting

Sheep lameness costs our industry up to £80 million a year. For individual farmers, the 
cost includes your time (!!!), lamb growth rates, meds costs, increased early 

culling and reduced ewe productivity (fertility / milk yield / body condition). Vets Tim and 
Lucy will be discussing prevention and treatment of various conditions, as well as looking 

forward to group discussion for practical tips and tricks. 

Date: Friday 19th September 11am-2.30pm

Kindly hosted by the Gubbins, Brendon Farm, Boyton, Launceston,
PL15 8NU

W3W///flippers.instant.router

Please contact the surgery to book you space(s). For non-club-members there is a fee of 
£25 per farm (not per person) – lunch and refreshments included.

   🌱 New Regenerative Farming Discussion Group🌱

Castle Veterinary Group are starting a farmer-led discussion open to anyone interested in 
regenerative farming. Whether you’ve only just heard the term, or have been putting 
principles into practice for years, you’re welcome.

This is a space to share experiences—successes and 
challenges alike—so we can all learn together, whatever 
your current farming practices are.

👉 First meeting (free to attend):
📍 Trebartha Barton, Launceston

📅 Tuesday 30th September, 11am - 2.30pm
🍰Cake and pasty provided
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We’re kindly being hosted by Jono Cole, who first transitioned from conventional to more 
regenerative practices over 20 years ago. He'll share where he started from, why he 
changed, mistakes along the way and why he stayed.
 
We'll also discuss the principles of regenerative farming before heading out on a farm walk 
to see the physical difference they're making at Trebartha Barton.

Come along, bring your questions, and be part of the conversation.

 

Beef Club Meeting

We are delighted that Stuart Gough, from Crediton Milling, will be sharing his nutritional 
expertise with our Beef Club this October. Housing will be just around the corner - so plan 
ahead this autumn and refresh your knowledge of the basics, whilst also learning how to 

maximise growth and fertility. 

Vets Andy and Roger will be attending and the meeting is kindly being hosted by Chrissie 
+ Tony Viggers, of Collins Farm, Bere Alston.

When? Thursday October 2nd, 11am-2.30pm

Where? Collins Farm, Bere Alston, Yelverton, PL20 7EX - W3W///browsers.reserve.adjust

Lunch will be provided, so please book ahead so we know numbers! This meeting is free 
to all beef club members, or £25 per farm otherwise (not per person).
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