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As we reach the close of another year, we’d like to 
extend our thanks for your continued support and 
trust in our team.  
 
It’s been a busy and rewarding twelve months, and 
we’re truly grateful to work alongside such a 
dedicated community. 
 
We wish you and your families a fun and healthy 
festive season.          ṹ                               ṹ                       
 

Here’s to a positive and prosperous New Year! 

 
CASTLE VETS NEWS AND VIEWS 

 
Christmas Opening Hours  
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    Dairy Discussion Group Round Up 
 

As we hit the end of the year, it is always good to look back on all the fun we've been 
having at our discussion groups. This season, Dairy Group has covered a variety of top-
ics from grazing to ventilation, calf rearing to business resilience planning. We've 
headed out on farm alongside a variety of speakers for interactive, up to date discus-
sions: 
 

August - Maximising forage utilisation with Graham Ragg, 
an arable manager for Mole Valley in the South West. In 
light of the drought weather seen this summer, especially 
up country, we discussed the need to plan ahead: buy in 
forage, selective destocking and the benefits of herbal 
lays as temperatures change. 
 
 

 
 
 
September  - Our very own Emily Linton, sharing with the group, all things calf rearing. 
Not only did we discuss the importance of colostrum (time, quality and hygiene), but we 
also recapped stress factors which will impact on growth rate, how to calculate daily 
liveweight gains and what to look for in powdered milk. It's important to know how to 
read the labels, so you know you are giving the best constituents for your calves diges-
tive system!  
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October - Optimising housing from 
cow to calf, with Chloe Rodreigez an 
animal welfare specialist and housing 
consultant from Galebreaker. We got 
fully hands on with environmental sen-
sors across both calf and cow housing, 
remembering that housing is more 
than talking ventilation, but also hu-
midity, hygiene, air speed and temper-
ature. (Plus the lux is lower than you'd 
think in parts of the shed, which can 
cause bunching!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November  - Mike Houghton, business consultant from the Anderson Centre, came 
down to discuss how best to tackle farm business resilience. In light of lowering milk 
prices, knowing cost of production, benchmarking and assessing calving intervals, all 
being something to focus on. 

 
 
As always it is a treat to get to go and visit other farms, to take away what they are doing 
well, and so we would also like to shout out to our volunteer hosts, who continue to 
make the group possible. For any dairy clients who are interested, but not yet in the 
WhattsApp group, please give reception a call to get yourselves added. We look forward 
to seeing everyone again at the next meeting! 
 
The Castle Vets Team + AHDB 
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Cattle caesarean sections. What are the outcomes?  

At the end of October our vets headed up to Edinburgh to discuss just this at the national 
cattle veterinary conference (BCVA congress). 

 

Over the years we have been auditing our performance behind the scenes to make sure 
we are doing the best for your animals come surgery. But it turns out national data is 
lacking! And so, following the publication of our data, Charlotte (and her support team of 
Andy and James) headed up to BCVA to present our findings to the other cattle vets from 
across the country.  
 

So here it is: 
 
¶ Our cows have a survival rate of 94.7%, 14-days post 
caesarean section. 

¶ Survival is reduced in cases where the cow is down during 
surgery (2.9x the odds). 

¶ Survival is reduced in cases where a dead calf is delivered 
(2.7x the odds). 

¶ Being a heifer does not impact survival chances. 

¶ Breed of cow has no effect on survival rate. 

 
Remember that surgery is never without risk, and risk-levels relate to how your cow is 
presenting and the surgical environment. You can also do your bit to help by planning in 
advance for where you would perform surgery on farm. Calving gates or crushes with 
easy access sides, lighting, protection from the elements and hygienic surrounding are 
all a big help. Just remember it is the left-hand side of a cow we need to access for a 
caesarean! 
 
Full published article by Lucy Giles, Liz Nabb and Charlotte Bain:  

https://doi.org/10.1002/vetr.4601 

https://doi.org/10.1002/vetr.4601
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Cryptosporidiosis  
 

We’ve seen several cases of ĦƖǃƓƣŸƚƓŸƖŔĬŔŸƚŔƚШыљĦƖǃƓƣŸњь lately, and as infected 
calves can shed a staggering number of oocysts — up to a million per gram of poo  – it 
can spread quickly through a pen of calves and be a challenging disease to get on top 
of. 
Crypto is a tiny parasite that causes scour in very young calves, usually in the first 2 
weeks of life. It’s also zoonotic , meaning it can cause disease in people too, especially 
the young, elderly or anyone run down. 
Clinically, calves start with watery scour, go off their milk, and often look a bit tucked-
up or uncomfortable. Some will have a mild fever. Most recover with good TLC, but 
dehydration and death can develop fast, so spotting cases early really helps. 

 
(Photo ref: nadis.org.uk) 

                                                                                                                      
A diagnosis can be made quickly and easily 
in house with one of our calf scour test kits. 
These also test for other common causes of 
scour including e.coli, rotavirus and 
coronavirus. 

 
When dealing with an outbreak the two big 

things to focus on are hygiene and hydration . Keeping scouring calves separate from 
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healthy ones makes a big difference, and it’s important to handle the healthy calves 
first every time. Try to keep pens as dry as possible — crypto really struggles in dry 
conditions — and have clean, dedicated equipment for any sick calves. Rehydration is 
absolutely key: giving two litres of electrolytes twice a day alongside 2 (smaller) milk 
feeds keeps calves going.  

Looking ahead to prevention, cleanliness and calf resilience go hand in hand. Clean, 
dry, well-bedded calving AND calf areas make the single biggest difference. Steam 
cleaning and using a disinfectant that actually works against crypto between batches 
helps stop the environmental build-up. The eggs are incredibly tough and are happy to 
sit in damp bedding, soil or water for months. Good colostrum management and keep-
ing calves warm and stress-free is also key.  
 
Alongside good management we can use either preventative medication or vaccination 
to help reduce environmental build up.  
 
Please speak to us if you would like further information on any of the above.  

 

Congratulations to Charlotte and Charisse т Our New AMTRA 
SQPs! 

 

We are delighted to share the fantastic 
news that Charlotte and Charisse have 
recently passed their AMTRA SQP 
(Registered Animal Medicines Advisor) farm 
qualification. This is a significant 
achievement and a well-deserved 
recognition of their dedication to animal 
health and responsible medicines use. 

Both Charlotte and Charisse put in months 
of hard work, revision and hands-on 
learning, balancing their day-to-day 
responsibilities with the demands of a 
challenging exam. Their determination, 
professionalism and genuine commitment 
to supporting farmers and livestock health 
have truly paid off. 

Please join us in congratulating Charlotte 
and Charisse on this fantastic 
accomplishment. We are incredibly proud 
of you both – well done!  
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CASTLE VETS EVENTS 

 

Beef Club Meeting  

 

Upcoming Beef discussion club meeting on Thursday 18th December  10.30am - 
14.30pm. Boehringer will give us insights into BVD and calf scour control. 
 
We are grateful to Nigel Gribble at Uphill Farm, Bathpool PL15 7NR for hosting the 
meeting. 
 
As usual cost of £25+VAT per farm, including lunch and refreshments. Beef dis-
cussion group members free. 
 
Please sign up with farm reception in advance so we can have enough food for 
everyone.  
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Flock Club Meeting 4 т POSTPONED 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the 4th flock club meeting has had to be 
postponed. Stay tuned for updates on rescheduling. 
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EXTERNAL EVENTS 
 

Free Calf event at Strawberry Fields  

 
 
 

 


