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New Face

 

A Dog Is for Life – Not Just for Christmas
As the festive season is upon us, the allure of a wagging tail under 
the Christmas tree can be hard to resist. Every year, lots of families 
consider giving a puppy as a surprise gift, but it is vital to remember 
that bringing a dog into your home is a long-term commitment, not 
just a seasonal gift!

The True Cost of Puppy Love

Initial costs involved when purchasing or adopting a puppy can vary 
but  it’s  the  ongoing  expenses  that  often  catch  new  owners  off 
guard.  From  neutering,  vaccinations  or  parasite  control  to  high 
quality food, toys, routine veterinary care and doggy day care, the annual cost of keeping a 
dog comfortably can reach £1,000 - £2,000 and that doesn’t include unexpected expenses 
for emergency care and illness. 
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A Lifetime of Care

Dogs can live anywhere from 10 – 16 years depending on the breed, with 
some smaller breeds living even longer. This means that choosing to bring a 
dog home this Christmas is a decision that can shape more than a decade of 
your family’s life. Puppies don’t stay puppies forever and adult dogs have 
daily exercise needs, training requirements and emotional demands all of 
which require time, patience and consistency.

Planning for Their Forever Home

Before welcoming a new canine companion, please take time to consider:

 Can you provide for their needs all year round, not just when life is calm?
 Are you prepared for the financial responsibility of long-term veterinary care?
 Does your lifestyle allow for the time and attention a dog deserves?
 Have you chosen the right breed of dog for your family and home?

If the answers to all the above are yes, then the rewards of a loyal, loving dog are truly  
unmatched. But if there is any doubt, consider alternatives such as sponsoring or fostering 
a rescue dog or volunteering at a local rescue centre, that way you can share the joy of dogs 
without the long-term commitment. 

At Christmas time when hearts and homes are full of generosity, remember that a dog is 
not a temporary delight. They are companions for life, loyal, loving and dependent on us for 
their wellbeing. Every dog gifted a home at Christmas, or any time of the year also deserves 
a lifetime of love, care and belonging. When we give a dog our time, patience and heart  
they give us a lifetime of unconditional love in return.
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Join our Castle Care Club Today! 
Want to keep your pet happy and healthy and save money? Our Castle Care Club is the 
most cost-effective way to give your cat, dog or rabbit everything they need for year-round 
wellbeing.

Membership includes:

 Preventative healthcare for year-round protection, including vaccinations, flea and 
worm treatments (for cats and dogs) and health checks.

 Exclusive discounts on consultations, surgeries, medicines and more!

But that's not all... Members of the Castle Care Club as of November 15th each year, will 
automatically be entered into our annual Christmas Hamper Giveaway! Three lucky winners 
will receive a hamper full of delicious treats!



4

Launceston & Liskeard Christmas Opening Hours 
Please see our Christmas and New Year opening hours below. As always, there will be a vet 
on-call if you should need them in an emergency, just call 01566 772211. 


